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Always in thoughts Anita Johnson.
To my mom.



vii

Contents

Beautiful Morning Set   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .   1

Capulet’s Roses    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .   2

Catch Me, Little Butterfly  .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  3

Beside Red   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .   4

Jewel of a Deal    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .   5

Lobelia My Dear  .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .   6

Love: Always Compares    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .   7

Love by Daily   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .   8

Mablee, Whose Love I Recommend  .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  9

Maiden Lady, My Rose Is Red   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  10

My Diamond Girl in Suspense   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  11

My Evident Blue Note   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .  12

Stress Elevator  .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .  14

Deep Thought into You  .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 16

Think of Me Before You’re Done     .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  19

Orgasmic Fruits   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 20

My Fury Has Your Tempest Jewels   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     . 22

My Painted Raspberry on My Fainted Leaf .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 23

Pears and Apples, My Dear   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 24

Oh Virginity! Oh Virginity!    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  25

Old Woman, Rock My Soul   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 26

Paint Me a Butterfly    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  27

Purple Down, My Love    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 28

Red Jealousy, You Have Painted Over My Rosalie    .    .    .    .    .    .  29

Mona Lisa, Come Sleep Beside Me Endlessly   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     . 30

The Island of His Car   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  33

Setting Ashore   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     . 34

Tender Mercy   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  35



C O N T E N T S

viii

The Day I Should Love a Bright Particular Star   .     .     .     .     .     .     .  36

The Curtain Behind a Wonderful Play    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  37

The Dyer’s Dark Fire    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  38

The Violence of Purple: Pain Fighting Beneath the Rain    .    .    .    .  39

These Yellow Friends  .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 40

This Sorrowful Nature   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .  41

Three Little Twinkles for My Star to Turn Light    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  42

To the Afternoon, My Love    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  43

Young at Heart     .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 44

The Purple Robe off My Lady: Satin Down in Velvet    .    .    .    .    .  45

Like a Summer’s Peach, Serenaded to My Natalie    .    .    .    .    .    . 46

The Beggar Said, “Thy Poor Riches”   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  47

I’ll Search the Dirt for You .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 48

To my Dear, Green Cousin of Eve   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 50

Seven Hearts    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  51

The Question of You  .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .  52

The Chamber’s Dying Jewels   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .  53

My Caterpillar Butterfly   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     . 54

Forever Angels before Me   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .  55

Love Cannot Be Built on an Ice Castle   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  56

Her Love Was Tainted by a Painted Fool    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  57

Now I See the Importance of You    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  58

Like a Mediterranean Love Latin Butterfly  .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 60

The Black Stone of the Gulf Emirate Black Princess  .    .    .    .    .    . 61

Tuesday Night  .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .  62

Fair Lady, the Royal Queen’s Chamber: Before Thee    .    .    .    .    . 64

The Commas of My Partake   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     . 66

Will I Ever Grace     .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  67

Beside Still Waters    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 68

To the Bosom of My Love   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  69

The Liberty I Get in Fabricating You   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .  70

Those Fingers   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  71



C O N T E N T S

ix

A Touch of Your Kindness, My Lady   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 72

The Tainted Sheets of Sir Benedict’s Affairs   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .  73

The Sunniest My Yellow Has Ever Blinked   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  74

Moments like This     .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  75

The Lamented Jewels of My Lady   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  76

Poor Sense of Love    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . 77

Indigo, My Latin Tongue   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  78

Acknowledgements    .    .    .    .    .    .    .   83

About the Author   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .    85



I N D I G O ,  M Y  L A T I N  T O N G U E

1

Beautiful!
The morning offset.

Lovely sleeps have awakened from their rest.
I take that the water is fresh.

All is cleanliness.
As bright as the sun has put on its dress.

My hands will cover my eyes with holiness.
What the light has collected.

I look forward that the day will be blessed.
And open windows will welcome the sweet freshness.

A breath of your openness!
I assess; the fields have been tested —  

in all its greenness,
and its brightness,

yours purest.

Beautiful Morning Set 
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Couplets: my roses
My yellow poses
My two plus noses
Of my reddish blushes
Pass my judges
To hence; toward
My greenest cousins
Leaves are nothing
Compare to your budding
O my stubby nub ping
White little hope
Form me, closely
Gently, cover lee — 
Overly, chocolaty — 
As sweet as my toffee
Bringing you around me

O my God

Your purple is lovely

Capulet’s Roses 
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Catch Me, Little Butterfly 

I flutter away, pale painterly.
Flee: the rainbow birds change your wings.
Rosy as the reddest thing: your face in trance.
Yellow as turn hath its bluest firm ink.
Think to what color blind blunder we are in.
Yea, I wink: sunny as the day as blink.
Catch me; thee silly wit wouldst be pink.
Ladybug: good heart as felt.
Your royalist jewels: poor us; colors are wealth.
The veldt: silkworm as pelt.

Catch me, little butterfl y.



S I R  R A W L

6

Lobelia my dear
Has seen

As bright as the day
Ordains

Herbaceous you are
To see

Your cure leaves
Strengthen me — 

Adore, as I say
You are a special plant

Cut straight from my scissor hand
Freshly necked and groomed
Come my ever am — 
To you beautiful
Blossom plentiful
The Garden of Zen.

Lobelia My Dear 
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You that are true
I do compare you

Though my wish is not to be comparable
Kindly, sir

Your stirs are the hearts of my words
Father:

There is nothing adores you more than I
It’s not fair

Where was your heart since your daughter’s birth?
Your worth of my love has no shilling of a pay’s work

I search the dirt of your worthiness
Let me marry the one I love

So I could be bonded with my mother’s virtues; my love
Kiss me, my brother

The way love embraces the ones that smile
Lovely tulips

To whose I compare thee not
The apples in thine eyes cannot create your beauty spot

Say not; my love, remarkable
Make gains to my heart

I hope thy flattering lilies will not part
The stars have me under warrant

From a bright little capture; love Gouldian finch
I compare you, with every little inch.

Love: Always Compares 
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My Evident Blue Note 

Yesterday, I walked from the past. 
Left at last, I turn, back facing. In 

my way — a slight little dark room was 
erasing. Empty, but nothing less, I anchor 
down my stress. Elbow-down! Actually, my 
hand buckled, furiously: poor torso, four 
uncontrollable muscles. She wrote, “The 
doctor did warn me about this bubble.” 
Coming from both sides, sounds like bull. 
I questioned, what is going on? I felt alone, 
inside, and around; I walked around. 
Trisha, look at this pressure. Just, look at 
what you’re doing to me. I picked up the 
picture from off the wall. Of course, I felt 
lesser. You mean to tell me. My baby! You 
have disappeared from me without a letter. 
I’m talking to you. After, I found out. You 
were gone — over the border of the counter. 
Spell under your written print. Rain-splash 
a little paint. Neatly printed in blue ink. 
You made me think. For the first time 
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ever — reading my whole life in my palm. 
Just listening to you, cry your tears in a 
knot. Saying, you’re leaving me — for what I 
don’t have. My heart drops. On every word 
I stop. I cannot find you in my head. These 
words weren’t mapped. I feel trapped like  
a silly wrap. Drip! Then came a little fall  
of tear! You said, “I was never there.” 
O burden me. 

O 
burden 

that 
I 
didn’t 

care. 
You 

have 
pen, 
this 
too 
clear.
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Escalading, you miss the parade of fireworks.
The neurons of purple-poison in this love web. 
Where was the spider hiding?
Strangely, one of us is a dreamer; 
the little mind reader was over the bed-head, 
writing what was in our head.

She accepted my lavender wine,
and we drank 
and spilled our hearts out willingly,
the intoxicating truth.

Indigo, my Latin tongue,
this love was a drunken-hearted mistake, 
tongue-tied and trapped, 
I should have said something
but the words weren’t coming back.
The alphabets 
were in the wind scrabbling. 

Please 
             God 
                       can 
                               you 
             help 
him.

Love is not everything.
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